
How close are we to cloning a human?

Is it true that having a smart spouse will keep my brain active in old age?

Are we really responsible for climate change?

If you’ve ever wanted to explore the science behind the headlines, then you should check out this 
new breed of Rough Guides. Applying the characteristic Rough Guide approach to unravelling the 
mysteries of the mind, our planet, and genetic research, these three new titles are sure to enlighten, 
entertain and challenge:

From axons to Artifi cial Intelligence, The Rough Guide to The Brain takes you on a complete 
tour of our very own gray-matter. Guaranteed to get you thinking, this book looks at the fascinating 
evolution of the brain - past and predicted, examines how it functions (and what happens when it 
doesn’t) and explores it’s less fathomable abilities such as extrasensory perception and the power 
of mind over matter. 

The Rough Guide to Genes & Cloning gives the full inside story from designer babies to Dolly the 
sheep, explaining all the technology and science behind DNA, chromosomes and genetic engi-
neering. In true Rough Guide fashion it takes an honest look at contentious issues such as stem 
cell research and genetically modifi ed foods and helps readers get a handle on the debates. 

From the opening and closing of oceans over millions of years to the overnight reshaping of land-
scapes by volcanoes and earthquakes, The Rough Guide to The Earth explores all aspects of our 
ever-changing planet, including the impact of our own endeavors. 

For further information about any of these titles or to order a review copy,
 please contact Katy Ball at 212-414-3712 or katy.ball@roughguides.com

FLIP THE PAGE TO FIND OUT HOW CITY LIVING CAN HELP SAVE THE EARTH!



Want to save the planet? Move to the city

Although it is natural to regard cities as the most unnatural and environmentally damaging 
places on Earth, perhaps there are two sides to this story.

Throughout history, people have voted with their feet by moving to cities. They have often 
faced extreme exploitations and poor living conditions to get closer to the jobs, educa-
tion, crowds, and culture that cities offer. In the recent past, urbanization has been gaining 
strength across the world. In 1950, 30% of the world’s population lived in cities, while in 
2006 the total reached 50%. That adds up to 3.3 billion people.

Indeed, documents produced for the 2008 International Year of Planet Earth point out that 
it is not just cities that are growing, but “megacities,” of 5 million or more people. There 
could be sixty of these by 2015, and they would be home to over 600 million people. 

Since most people want to live in one, lessening the environmental impact of cities is a 
top priority for reducing the effect we are having on the Earth. However, in principle, there 
are good reasons why urbanization might actually be benefi cial for the planet. People in 
big cities ought to have shorter trips to work, fun or stores. They can be connected to 
electricity and fuel supplies by shorter power lines and pipes. They can get economies 
of scale in the raw materials they use and in the technology used to recycle or remove 
their leftovers. And they can use public transportation. 

from The Rough Guide to The Earth, p.246-247

For review copies, author interviews, or excerpt requests, 
please contact Katy Ball 

katy.ball@roughguides.com - 212.414.3712

Rough Guides - 345 Hudson St, 4th fl . - NYC - 10014
www.roughguides.com

Also new this summer: 
The Rough Guide to the Weather, 2nd ed.
 $19.99 / $25.99 CAN
June 2007 /  978-1-84353-712-0

by Bob Henson, 
author of the award-winning 
Rough Guide to Climate Change

“Terrifi c...authoritative, 
entertaining and fascinating.”
-Chicago Tribune


