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Quirky Britain & Ireland in new Rough Guide to the World 

 
Did you know that if a dead whale is found on the British coast, the tail belongs 
to the Queen?  In case she needs the bones for a new corset.   
 
Or that by law all London taxi drivers should ask their passengers if they have 
smallpox or the plague?  And that it is illegal to enter the Houses of Parliament 
dressed in a suit of armour? 
 
Rough Guides reveal the best of quirky Britain & Ireland, including British laws 
that still exist today but are rarely upheld, in: Make the Most of Your Time on 
Earth: A Rough Guide to the World. 
 
The new Rough Guide contains 1000 ultimate travel experiences from around the 
world, including the best of the home islands with 59 experiences not to miss in 
Britain & Ireland.  From walking the mountains of Mourne in Northern Ireland to 
gigging in Glasgow, the new Rough Guide shows there's plenty for us to do on our 
home turf... 
 
Like experiencing the barrels of burning tar and rowdy torch-lit processions of 
Bonfire Night in Lewes, an otherwise peaceful town in the South of England. 
 
And the bookfest that is Hay-on-Wye; the Welsh town that has 1 bookshop for 
every 40 people living there.  
 
Or experience #57, written by author William Sutcliffe, about the oddest 
domestic flight in Britain; the BA8855 from Glasgow, which lands on a beach at 
Barra in the Outer Hebrides (with no airstrip, no lights in the sand, and changing 
flight times that shift according to the tide.) 
 
But the question is, with 1000 inspirational travel experiences in the new Rough 
Guide, do Britain & Ireland only deserve 59?  And what’s the 60th?   
 
Tell Rough Guides what’s missing at: makethemost@roughguides.com 
 
Britain & Ireland experiences in Make the Most of Your Time on Earth: 

 
1.       Punting On The Cam, England 
2.       Watching The Hurling At Croke Park, Ireland 
3.       Rambling On Dartmoor, England 
4.       A Taste Of Skye, Scotland 
5.       Walking The Walls Of Conwy Castle, Wales 
6.       Hogmanay: Seeing In The Year In Scottish Style, Scotland 
7.       Get Lost In The Balti Triangle, England 
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8.       Go West: Hiking The Pembrokeshire Coast Path, Wales 
9.       Enjoying The Seasons Of The Scillies, England 
10.     Fish And Chips: The True English Favourite, England 
11.     Supping Guinness In Dublin, Ireland 
12.     Wandering Borrowdale In The Lake District, England 
13.     Be Humbled In Durham, England 
14.     Painting The Town Green on St. Patrick's Day, Ireland 
15.     A Taste of Rum In Kinloch Castle, Scotland 
16.     Hunting Ghosts In York, England 
17.     Gunpowder, Treason And Plot: Lewes Bonfire Night, England 
18.     Experience Glastonbury, England 
19.     Walking In The Mountains Of Mourne, Northern Ireland 
20.     Hoarding Books In Hay-On-Wye, Wales 
21.     Feeling Insignificant At The British Museum, England 
22.     Hiking In Snowdonia, Wales 
23.     Daydreaming In Oxford, England 
24.     Holkam Magic, England 
25.     Toasting Bad Weather In The Scottish Highlands, Scotland 
26.     Mountain Biking In Wales, Wales 
27.     Horsing Around at the Common Ridings, Scotland 
28.     Dressing Up For Royal Ascot, England 
29.     Barging Down The Barrow, Ireland 
30.     Surfing The Severn Bore, England 
31.     Hiking The Pennine Way, England 
32.     Learning To Survive In Deepest Dorset, England 
33.     On The Fiddle: Attending A Traditional Irish Music Session, Ireland 
34.     Calling In The Heavies At The Highland Games, Scotland 
35.     Burning Rubber At The Isle of Man TT, England 
36.     Hitting The Streets For The Notting Hill Carnival, England 
37.     Cycling In The New Forest, England 
38.     See The Belfast Murals, Northern Ireland 
39.     Surfing In Newquay, England 
40.     Playing The Old Course At St Andrews, Scotland 
41.     Breathing In The Sea Air In Tobermory, Scotland 
42.     Soaking Up The Edinburgh Festival, Scotland 
43.     Losing Yourself In Connemara, Ireland 
44.     Clubbing It In London, England 
45.     Getting Away From It All On Skellig Michael, Ireland 
46.     Trundling Along The West Highland Railway, Scotland 
47.     Take A Stroll From St Paul's To Tate Modern, England 
48.     Chasing Cheese In Gloucester, England 
49.     Free Diving In The Royal Navy's SETT, England 
50.     Catching The Last Night Of The Proms, England 
51.     Winning The Prehistoric Lottery, Ireland 
52.     Gigging In Glasgow, Scotland 
53.     Pounding The Streets Of London, England 
54.     In To The Valley: Hearing A Welsh Choir, Wales 
55.     Watching Football At The Theatre Of Dreams, England 
56.     Following The Oyster Trail In Galway, Ireland 
57.     Flying With BA to Barra And Beyond, Scotland 
58.     Highland Fling: Getting Personal With Ben Nevis, Scotland 
59.     Finding Heaven On Earth In Cornwall, England 
  
NOTES TO EDITORS: 
Make the Most of Your Time on Earth: A Rough Guide to the World 
1000 Ultimate Travel Experiences 
Out Now! • Price £18.99 • ISBN:1-84353-925-4 

 
For further information, interviews, extracts or giveaways contact: 
Anna Paynton • 020 7010 3701 • anna.paynton@uk.roughguides.com 
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