
The Rough Guide to Film
An A-Z of directors and their movies 

A bold new guide to cinema, The Rough 
Guide to Film presents the world of cinema 
through the lens of its leading directors. 
“Cinema always has more to say about its 
acting talent than its directorial stars,” says 
the new Rough Guide. “We thought it high 
time that a popular guide shine a light on 
the directors.” 

Profiling over 800 directors the book is in-
tended to be a browsers paradise, “with ser-
endipitous juxtapositions of Hollywood big 
guns and arthouse miniaturists, cult horror 
directors with masters of classic European 
cinema”. 

Readers will find all the best mainstream 
filmmakers as well as discover lesser-known 
names. The descriptions of each direc-
tor’s career and the process by which they 
brought their films to the screen not only 
puts each film in its context, but also pro-
vides an introduction to cinema itself. 

A celebration of good film-making rather 
than a catalogue of movies made, The 
Rough Guide to Film prioritizes quality 
over quantity, so that every film reviewed 
(there are over 2000 of them) is one that is 
worthy of your time. 

It gives priority to art over business, creativ-
ity over celebrity, preferring world cinema 
to “mainstream ephemera that doesn’t repay 
repeat viewing”. Its aim is to inspire and aid 
the movie-lover in a lifetime of great film 
viewing.
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In the front of the book the four authors provide ‘essential’ lists of the films and filmmak-
ers that most deserve to be seen - offering pointers and routes in to the book.  

For review copies, extracts, and reader giveaways, please contact 
the Press Office on 0207 010 3701 anna.paynton@uk.roughguides.com 

A full archive of Rough Guide press releases is available from:
www.roughguides.com/ukpress

Five Essential Comedy 

Classics: 

1.	 Annie Hall

2.	 Being John Malkovich

3.	 Bringing Up Baby

4.	 Sherlock Jr

5.	 Some Like It Hot

ONES TO WATCH: 
The Great Directors of the Future?

-  ANDREA ARNOLD (Red Road, 2006)
-  JUDD APATOW (Knocked Up, 2006)
-  FLORIAN HENCKEL VON DONNERS-
MARCK (The Lives of Others, 2006)
- OLIVER HIRSCHBIEGEL (Downfall, 
 2004)
- MARWAN HAMED (The Yacoubian 
Building, 2006)
- GAVIN HOOD (Tsotsi, 2005)
- ANDREW JARECKI (Capturing the    
Friedmans, 2003)
- KIMBERLEY PEIRCE (Boys Don’t Cry, 
1999)
- PAUL ANDREW WILLIAMS (London to 
Brighton, 2006)

- ANDREI ZVYAGINTSEV (The Return, 
2003)

Five Great Fantasy 
Directors:

1.	 Tim Burton
2.	 Jean Cocteau
3.	 Guillermo del Toro4.	 Terry Gilliam
5.	 Hayao Miyazaki

Feature boxes throughout the text look at 
other elements of the movie making  
business including cinematographers, 
composers, film movements and actor- 
director partnerships - the stuff that makes 
up the story of cinema. 

The Rough Guide to Film is guaranteed 
to get you hooked on new directors, revive 
your interest in old favourites or send you 
off on a magical movie tour.

NOTES FOR EDITORS 

Rough Guides also publish a suc-
cessful series of genre-specific movie 
guides including Film Noir, Westerns, 
Chick Flicks, American Independent 
Film and Film Musicals. 


