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SE THE NEW ROUGH GUIDE BOOK OF 

PLAYLISTS FEATURES AL GREEN, MICHAEL 
STIPE AND MARIANNE FAITHFULL 
AMONGST ITS MANY CONTRIBUTORS

The album is dead. 
Long live the playlist! 
iPods and MP3 Players have changed the 
way we listen to music. It’s all about songs 
now, and making your own compilations. 
The brand-new ROUGH GUIDE BOOK 
OF PLAYLISTS is the fi rst book to really 
understand the playlist phenomenon. With 
over 500 playlists, it has brought together 
some of the  best-known names in music 
to produce a pocket-sized power house of 
recommendations that is guaranteed to 
surprise and inform.

Explaining the book’s ethos, editor and 
Rough Guide founder Mark Ellingham said 
“This is a book about enthusiasms and 
obsessions. It’s a collection of playlists 
that will burst into life as you download 
the tracks, refl ecting a fantastic depth of 
knowledge from the myriad contributors who 
have scrutinized their iPods or MP3 players 
and set out their stores.”

From Abba to Zappa, via Britpop, Joplin, 
Fado, soul ballads, punk, the cover versions
that beat the originals, dodgy lyrics in 
French, aliens and much much more, the 
playlists cover a range of artists, genres, 
themes and quirks. As Mark Ellingham puts 
it: “You can do almost anything with a playlist 
– historic overviews of artists, retrospectives 
of a micro-genre that passed everyone else 
by, lists of the greatest soul songs ever, 
classic hip-hop or prog rock that stands the 
test of time.”

With a range of contributors from the world 
of music journalism, the guide also features 
playlists from some of the best-known 
musicians of the last fi fty years. 

www.roughguides.com/playlists

ARTISTS: Marvin Gaye to Nick Cave, 
Bjork to Manu Chao, Rufus Wainwright 
to Thelonious Monk, Frank Sinatra to 
Franz Ferdinand.

GENRES: Britpop to Krautrock, dub 
to Motown, bebop to Bhangra, punk to 
drum’n’bass, fado to gangsta rap.

THEMES: Broken hearts, motoring music, 
protest songs, drinking songs, Jailhouse 
Rock, and the Summer of Love...

QUIRKS & SILLINESS: Singing 
drummers, aliens, chickens and insects, 
and even music raved about in Haruki 
Murakami novels.



Find out the top ten songs that turned 
Eric Clapton onto blues, tracks that move 
Al Green, KT Tunstall’s twelve all-time 
favourites and Damon Albarn’s chilled-out 
world grooves. 

Refl ect on Marianne Faithfull’s list of 
personal icons and the best of the iconic 
singer herself, look up what stirs Elvis 
Costello and Tom Waits, go on the street 
with Billy Bragg’s old busking songs or tune 
into Sinéad O’Connor’s top 10 roots reggae 
numbers.

And if you think we’ve missed anyone 
out, you can log onto www.roughguides.
com/playlists and tell us who we should be 
adding next time.

The Rough Guide 
Book of Playlists
NEW TITLE

ISBN: 1-84353-603-X
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For review copies, extracts and more 
information, contact 
Richard Trillo at: 

80 Strand, London, WC2R 0RL
020 7010 3701 
press@roughguides.com
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Review copies of 
the companion 
volume, THE 
ROUGH GUIDE TO 
IPODS, ITUNES 
AND MUSIC 
ONLINE are also 
available on 
request. ���
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